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TICE  HURAJ.  DISTRICT  OF  ST.  AUSTELL. 


v  '■ 

AidTUAL  REPORT  OF  ISDICAL  OFFICER  OF  EEJA.TH, 


To  the  Chairman  eaicL  MeoherG  of  the 
St-. Austell  Rural  District  Council. 

llr.Chairrrdi ,  Laclies  and  Oentleuen  , 

Ch'Vin/;  to  press’j.re  of  v/orh,  the  Reports  for  1939  and  1940  are 
'oein^p  presented  to  ;  ou  in  a,  combined  form  and  are  co :isi derail 3’’ 
curta.iled  in  order-  to  effect  economy"  of  paper  and  laLour, 


In  con-secuence  of  t>_e  Uar,  s^nit 
practically-"  brought  to  a  standstill 
hope  to  see  them  under ta2-;.en  a.pain  in 


a  ry  im_.ro  v erne nt  s 
in  the  district, 
happier  daps. 


have  iDeen 
but  v/e  must 


Great  credit. is  due  to  the  Clerh  and  his  s 
vdiich  the  arduous  vrorh  of  reception-  of  evacuee 
been  so  suceessfullp  accomplished. 


taff  for  the  way''  in 
s  and  refugees  has 


Althou-s'li  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  has  increased  in 
some  directions,  this  increase  is  less  than  was  ei-cpected  and  the 
general  health  of  the  District  lias  been  verp  fair,  ape.rt  from  the 
epidemic  of  measles  in  1'240,  v/hich  was  not  of  a  severe  type. 


In  1939,  a  suitable  house  in.  the  tov/n  was 


tahen 


b- 


the 


the  Rural 


0  vej: 

c5t  .Austell  Urban  Council  8.s  an  Isolation  Hospital.  Later 
District  Council  decided  to  emclpamate  in  this  respect  v/ith  the 
Urban  District  and  to  close  the  small  St.Columb  Isolation  Hospital. 
The  amo  1 '  snic/b i 0 n  tooZo  'olc^ce  in  I.ia""  1940  and  in  Au.uist  of  tZce  ss.-me 


pear,  the  V/ade bridge'  Rural  District 


als( 


;o..nea  lorces. 


I  a-z 


Your  obedient  servant 


E.  G.  AltDREU. 


KJUXh  DISTRICT  GCUITCIL  rLD?ORT 


Nat-’JLTE.I  and  Social  Condi o ions  of  tlie  Area. 

Area  (in  acres),  S2,389. 

Pop-ala ti on  { Census  1931),  20,454. 

Population  ( estimated  oid -1339 ) ,  19160,  (aid-1940)  20420. 

Nuxnuer  of  inla'oited  houses  (1939)  5925.  (1940)  5937. 

Rcteahle  Value,  £70,690  (1939).  £75,656  (1940> 

S-an  represented  h"  a  pennj"  rate,  £29 S.  5.  1.  (1959)  £313.  1,  7.  (1940) 


The 

princ ipal 

industries 

are  clsp-mininp  and  a-priculVare . 

Unemplo^uient 

has 

lar^el 

p  disappeared  during-  the  \7o.r  hut  nat-arall3r 

the  aen  are 

enpa:^ 

ed  on 

other  \7orh 

than  their  norns.!  avocations. 

VITAL  ST.. 

II3TTCS.  1939. 

Live  Births . 

II. 

F. 

Total.  ) 

Birth  Rc.te  ner  1,000  of 

Le^it  inc.t  e 

120 

130 

250.  } 

'oonule.tion  13.5. 

Ille.pitiaate 

5 

5 

10  ) 

Eiip  Ian  d  d  '7a  1  e  s  15. 

260 ,  ) 

London  14.3, 

Still  Births 

M. 

F. 

Total.  ) 

Rate  "Der  1,00C  of  total  hirths 

Lep it  irate 

7 

7 

14  ) 

( live  and  st ill )  51.1. 

Illegitimate 

Nil 

Nil , 

Nil.  ) 

Rate  ner  1,000  of  _opulation  .73. 

i4.'  ) 

Bncrls.nd  o  Ifales  .59. 

London  .59. 

Deaths . 

T  r 

X  4..  0 

F. 

Total.  ) 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,C00  of 

151 

121 

272  ) 

n  opulc  t i on  14.0. 

) 

A.C.F.  Rs.te  12.3. 

) 

England  J:  Wales  12.1,  London  12.0 

Death 

.  from 

Puerperal  Sepjsis 

Nil 

Death 

.  from 

Po-srperal  Gi-uses 

Nil 

• 

INF.JTT 

f'I0_lT..h 

■-•ITT  R.-T  L  ( und  e r 

ore  pe 

LI. 

F. 

Total  ) 

Rste  ner  1,CC0  live  hirths, 

Lejitinia.te 

8. 

5. 

13  ) 

50.0. 

II.  legitimate 

— 

— 

) 

Rate  for  England  di  Wales  50.0. 

T5  ) 

Ra.te  for  London  80.0. 

Deaths  from  Neasl 

.es  (al 

1  ages) ,  Ni 

1  • 

.•  • 

Deaths  from 

o 

o 

ling:  Cough,  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  ■ 

under  t’vo  p 

t'C.X  u>  j  J.  • 

VTii  3Ti. 

TIJTICJ  1940. 

Live  Births. 

M. 

F. 

Total  ) 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  oojulation 

Legitimate 

133 

132 

265  ) 

13.1. 

Illegitimate 

7 

7 

14  ) 

Englsnd  6  Wales  14.6. 

2''79  ) 

London  16.0. 

Still  Births 

• 

Total  ) 

Rc.te  ver  1,000  of  total  hirths 
ilivG^  c:  still)  41.0. 

H. 

F. 

Legitir.iate 

6 

4 

10  ) 

Illegitimate 

•P* 

2  , 

2.  1 

Rate  per  1,00C  of  population  .53. 

12.  ) 

England  &  V/ales  .55 

London  .64. 


D  e^a^tj.-^ . 

PI. 

F. 

To^al  ) 

Crude  Rate  per  1,00C  of  p^opulation 

127 

133 

260 

-j  p  a 

1  A.c‘.F.Ra.te  11.6. 

)  Snplsad  &  u’e-les  14,3. 

)  London  15.8. 


Deatlis  from  Rierperal  Sepsis  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Paerperal  Causes  Nil. 

'  I 

INRIT  I'.iCNT..-LrxT  RaTS  (under  1  3?'ear) 

M.  F.  Total  )  Rate  ner  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  7  11  18  )  63.0. 

Illegit ims.t e-  -  )  EnglcJid  c:  Wales  55. 

18^  )  London  61 

Deaths  from  JTeasles  (all  a^ges)  2. 

Deaths  from  lliooping  Cough  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Disrrhcea  (under  2  years)  Nil. 

T!S  Ch.rpF  C.1USES  OF  DEATH. 

1939  l-AO.  • 

( 1 )  Heart  Disease . . 87  .  ( 1 )  Heart  DTs'ease . . . . 74 . 

2 )  Cane eroB.«te.eo9o.a....«31o  (2)  C s.nc ex........  i9a4.«o...21. 

5)  Cerebral  IIaemorrhc,_;e  .  .  .15 .  (3)  Cerebrel  Ilaemorrliage  .  . .  .19  . 

( 4 )  i-U oeiCnlOt^'-iLSa  . . .  . .  . .  .  « .^2.  iDionc^iio-'-S.  .  .  . .  . . .  .  . .  .  .  .lo. 

( 5 )  Bronchitis .10 .  ( 5 )  Tuberculosis . . . 12 . 

( 6  ^  FneUi-'ioma ..............  7.  ('^j  Fne  ojuion  xc.  o...... ........ 12. 

( 7 }  Nephritis . .............  6 .  ( 7 )  Deaths  from  Violence  ....  6 . 

3)  Deaths  from  Violence ,. .10 .  (3)  Road  Traffic............  3. 

e  )  Sxx.'.c  ic.e  ...... ..........  o,  (i^)  S-xc.;.  O-e... Ni^. 

During  the  last  t'.TO  yea.rs,  the  deaths  from  Cancer  have 
been  decreasxng  and  in  1'40  it  -ras  responsible  for  only  Sh-  of  tne 

total  deatlis.  This  is  a  considerable  improvement  compared  with 
13.9;--  in  1933. 

For  neither  1539  or  1940  have  any  deaths  from  Raerperal 
S  e  p  ,0  i  3  0  c  cur  r  e  d . 

IlHrf JTT ILE  . 

1939  was  oTs.rhed  by  a  ’/elcome  decrease  in  the  Infantile 
Hortalit;^  Ra.te  (viz, 50),  a  drop  of  5  per  1,0C0  being  recorded  but 
the  Rate  rose  Steepler  again  in  1840  to  63  per  1,0C^  live  b..rths. 

The  rise  v.m.-s  very  probably  dn.e  to  the  unsetrled  conditions  of  life 
owing  to  the  V7ar.  Seven  ninths  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  Premature 
birth  and  congenital  causes. 

The  new  Infant  I/elf  are  and  Orthc_>aedic  Centre  at  St.  Austell 
cam.e  into  use  just  before  the  declaration  of  ?fer  and  v/as  tahen  over 
as  a  Fix’st  Aid  Post  in  addition  to  housing  all  the  Clinics. 

CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS. 

In  183  9,  Scarlet  Fever  was  one  of  the  principal  car.se s  of 
sickness,  being  respcn.sible  for  32  cases,  aliich  'were  v/idel:y  spread 
over  the  District.  10  cccrirring  at  ”The  Retreat",  St.Columb. 

In  1840,  there  were  54  cases,  agch'.n  v/idely  spread,  but 
Nanpean,  Fo:dio.le  and  St, Dennis  sr.ffered  .most  heavily. 

There  wei’e  compE-.rati velg'  few  cases  of  Mes^sles  in  1938, 

This  disease  became  notifiable  in  the  latter  part  of  that  yesur  c.nd  1840 
was  marhed  by  a  big  epidemic  numbering’  501  cases.  It  v^ras  generally 
distr .'.bated  over  the  district  hut  fortunately,  onl^"  2  deaths  took 
place . 

There  'las  been  a  remarkable  coincidence  between  the  arrival 
of  so  ma.ny  evacuees  in  this  District  and  tne  great  increase  of 
impetigo  and  scabies,  the  latter  es:_.  eciall^'  was  very  rarely'  net  with 
•in  previom.s  years.  All  evacuee  children  saffering  from  these  complaints, 
are  sent  for  treatment  to  one  of  the  hostels, 

-2- 


rTOTI?IC;;!TIOHS 


S_Cc.rlet  Fever. 

There  were  no  dec.ths  from  Scrrlst  Fever  in  1939  or  1940, 

J) lie r  1  a .  1959.  No.  of  Notifications  6.  Dec.tlis  ~  1. 

1940.  No.  of  Notii icat ions  17,  Deaths  -  1. 

i 

I  slionlc  lihe  to  dray/  at  tent?,  on  to  tlie  r?'.se  in  tlie  nnmoer 
of  cases  of  Diphtheria,  a  result  which  is  natural  to  e::j>ect  as  the 

District  is  a  Reception  .'.rea,  but  even  so,  the  n-canber  was  not  so 
large  as  a.nt icipated. 

.  ^Ciwing  to  the_^’^'gent  and  widely  advertised  advice  of  the 
M?.n?.o'^r^  of  Health,  1275  cnildrcn  were  inoculated  in  1940  in  this 
di.jtr?.ct,  The^^serum  is  new  supplied  bp  the  G-cver:r.i3nt  free  of  cost, 
i.ie  isonar.^on  _c3p?.oai  has  proved  a  boon  in  the  treatment  of  Scarlet 

c^noar.iis  20  bed,  13  for  Scarlet  Fever  and 
7  lor  ripntneria,  and  the  number  treated  in  1940  who  came  from  the’ 
Rural  District ,  was  15. 

Pneiimonia 

Six  cases  were  reported  in  1939,  Deaths  -  7. 

Seven  cases  were  reported  in  1940,  Deaths  -  10.  • 

Ruerneral  F  r.exp'.m 

One  case  was  reported  in  1933  and  1940  but  no  deaths  resulted. 
Erp;3ijLiela_s 

Three  cases  were  reported  in  1939  and  five  in  1940,  hot  no 
deaths  tooh  place. 

Op? h t h ^ l.m i  c._  Ne^on at  or^m 

One  case  v/as  notified  in  1939  and  one  ?.n  1940,  sat isfactor"''" 
recover"  was  made  in  each  case. 

£ej:ej:rq_  Sninal  Fever 

One  case  v/as  reported  and  died  in  1939. 

Three  cases  all  widelp  separated  were  notified  in  1940.  These 
cases  were  ell  sent  for  treatment  to  the  Ropal' CoriTwall  Infirmarj- 
Tmro  and  all  recovered.  "  “  ’ 

Tjynho  id . 

No  case  was  notified  in  1939,  but  in  1940  a  smsdl  outbresh 
occ'urred  at  Lanlaver,-^.  On  investigation  it  was  found  that  the  disease 
yvas  contracted,  probabl;^  through  the  drinhinp  of  wa/ber  contssiinated 
bv  sewage,  in  a  Bo;'  Scouts*  Camp,  on  the  outskirts  of  the  village. 
Tnere  v/as  one  death  and  three  others  Wc-re  infected  and  "/ere  removed 
to  hospital. 

The  imjortance  of  ensuring  a  suppl;*  of  pure  v/ater  before 
fixiiu  the  site  of  anp  camp  and  especial  Ip  of  a  camp  for  ;'oi?nig  peonle  , 
canno b  be  exaggerated  and  I  should^ like  to  draw  the" at tention^of  anp 
Scout  Masters  oi*  otnex's  ’■:ho  are  likel;’’  'oo  or^jnize  such  camps  in  the 
lut'ure,  to  this  necessitp. 

£ube_rcpLLoj3£s 

During  the  ;'ear  1939,  tv/enty'^  four  cases  ;vere  reported,  20 
of  which  v/ere  pul.sonaip'  and  4  non-pulmnna??;' .  This  is  a  considerable 
r.ncrease  compared  with  the  preceding  pear  but  is  is  co.npensated  in 
1940,  v/he:i^there  were  onlp  12  cases  (pulmonarp  9,  non-puimonar;'  3). 
Eighteen  of  these  cases  have  been  or  are  being  treated  in  hospitals, 
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o-^e  ^ Ox" it:/  e.t  T^liici/  3::nitori-j’.m.  Tiie  totc.l  nurajer  of  cLeatlis  iro^ 
Tut)erc'o.lo3i3  v:ore  24,  twelve  in  1139  (/v.luionc.r/  10,  noii-/nlnoii2.r/ 

2)  and  12  in  1940  (/nlaona.r/  9,  non-pr.lmoin  3). 

•These  fij/nres  ii;ive  a  death  rate  of  4,4>  and  4,570  respectively- 
of  the  totol  nnmoers  of  deaths  in  these  two  /ears. 

• 

The  iiirfoer  of  not 5-f icc tions^  received  of  cases  which  resulted 
in  death,  were  83p  in  1939,  and  55/  in  1340.  It  is  to  he  hoped  that 
this  serious  disease  will  not  5.ncrea.se  durin/  these  difiicult  times. 

Ja.t30-h:;.TCRY. 

The  usual  enauination  of  sv/aos  eud  sputa  have  been  carried 
out  and  reports  issued  as  spesdilyr  as  poS;Sihle, 

The'  follov/iiip  are-  the  details  of  the  snaminations :  - 

Ir-  r*  r' 

* 


Swahs  for  B,  Diphtheria 
Swahs  for  B.  Tuherculosis 


j?os:.tiV5 

r 

O 

12 


Negative 

5 

3 


Total 

11 

15 


1940 


Swahs  for  B,  Diphtheria. 
Sv- 


vahs  for  B.  Tucercuiosis 


17 


C 

vj 


7 

A 


24 

10 


iTjLli  C  iRCU  1  .•h>'i _ L ' 


n  T.T 


Noth.inu  of  much  importance  :ias  Been  undertahen  for 


la  st 


two  /ears,  in  comiecticn  v/ith  this  Depo'.rtment  o-.ving  to  V/ar  demands, 
and  especiall/  to  the  large  amount  of  ’7orh  entailed  through  the 
reception  of  evacuated  adults  and  children  in  the  District, 

S^t.IIev/an.  In  Jul/  1939,  in  connection  with- a  sewa-ge  disposal  scheme 
fVf  3 o’ .ltev;an  parish,  -an  _  Inq.uii’/ ,  attended  h:p  a  representative  of  the 
iiinistr-'  of  Health  was  held  ‘’out  o’ving  to  the  almost  immediate  outhreah 


ox 


V/ar,  no  further  -steps  have  Been  tahen. 


I'^vgapi  Po^rth,  The  Ifeter  Suppl/  of  the  Trenance  B state  has  caused  a 
certain  amount  of  anniet/  at  various  times  during  1939  and  the 
chlorinating  apparatus  reauires  occasional  supervision,  especially'^ 
under  present  militar/  conditions, 

RjilCEPTICN  CF  BYiCUEBS 

The  first  contingent  of  unaccompanied  children  for  the  Rural 
D^astrict  arrived  in  June  1940 ,  from  various  London  districts  and  the 
evacuation  v/as  spread  over  4  day's.  The  numher  received  was  3029, 
Children  suffering  from  definite  ailments,  were  conve/ed  to  the  three 
hostels,  which  ha.-d  Been  established  in  the  St.Columb  area,  at 
Castle -S21 -Dinas ,  Banh  Street  and  the  Old  Rectory-''  in  St.ColuznD, 

Under  the  supervision  of  tlie  r.-:spective  Matrons,  great  help 
v/as  received  from  V.A.D’s  in  staffing*  these  hostels.  (Ireat  credits 
was  due  to  the  Cleric  and  to  Miss  Stohes  (ah  that  time  the  Billeting 
Officer  and  re_'resentative  of  the  U./.-g,)  for  tlie  admirable  wa/  in 
v/liich  a.rra.n_,ements  for  the  reoeption  of  the  children  had  been  Eiade. 
k  further  contingent  of  mothers  and  children  arrived  in  OctoB'er  ,1940 , 
n*amberiiig  1694.  In  all  the  parishes,  on.ch  v-cluntary-  worh  in 
connection  with  the  reception  of  these  evacuees  has  Bevn  given  By’’ 
numbers  of  the  W.V.S.  and  man-/  other  volunteers, 

NITER  iNAIYoES, 

The  following  samples  have  been  sent  for  anahy^sis:- 
ITq_rthern  _Di  ^prict 

St .  Columb  Sat  i-sf  ac  to  ry^ . 


Rath e r s  re  servo ir 
S  t ,  C  0  lumb  t  a/:  No  .  2 


Yes 


-  T  al  si:  i  ddy  Rump 

Satisfactory 

Quoit  sliaft 

Yes.;, 

Southern  Distri 

ct 

Satisfactor''’’ 

St. Stephens 

Yes. 

St .Dennis 

Yes. 

Roche 

Yes. 

Orampound 

Yes. 

(St  .lie  wan) 

(Trewoon  'Works) 

Yes. 

HOUSING-  (RURAL  'VC.-IC 

ERS)  ACTS,  1926-1931. 

1^93^. 

r$4_q. 

Houses 

.  25 

Houses  2. 

Additions 

5 

Additions  3. 

Other  buildings 

6 

Other  buildings  7 

Rara.l  'workers 

13 

Rural  Uorkers 

47 

12', 

Tlie  above  report  sliov/s  liov/  seriously?’  tlie  war  is 
affecting  progress  in 'housing  conditions,  and  we  can  only  expect 
this  result  to  continue  tinroughout  the  duration. 


JLJBULMTCE  FAC ILIT lES 

The  ambulances^  which  serve. both  St .Austell  Urban  and 
R^jral  Districts,  one  for  xnfectious  and  one  for  generaA  cases, 
are  staffed  by  voluntary  workers,  to  whom  the  District  is  greatlj^ 
indebted  for  their  competent,  cheerful  and  willing  services. 


193S. 

?a_tie_nts_  Carried.  Ihilea^_e  A9. 

251  1195  15  •  24 

jL940. 

297  6623  17  49 

t 


CLI1TIC3  Cz  T.^ATIi21'TT  CETTTRES 

In  addition  to  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  and  Orthopaedic 
Clinics  which  serve  both  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  and  have  been 
functioning  .succes3full3’‘  for  some  years,  various  other  Clinics  are 
now  being  held;  viz.,  E^’^e ,  Throat  and  Ear. 


5 


